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Aims of the session

 To develop a greater understanding of how to support your 
child in becoming a confident and fluent reader.

 To explore the progress of reading from Year 3 to Year 6. 

 To develop a bank of key strategies for reading development. 



A parent is a child’s 
first and longest 
serving teacher.



Can you remember your early 
reading experiences?

What was your favourite book 
when you were younger?



Be a reading role model



Why is reading important?
Why read?

Sharing books and stories with your child is fun!

It is a great way to build special memories and moments with your child, 
and can easily become a favourite part of the day.

It also helps children:

 Understand the world around them.

 Develop social and emotional skills.

 Build confidence in their communication skills.

 Strengthen their bond with you and other family members.

 Learn to recognise words

 Become aware of how to hold a book and turn pages

 Expand their vocabulary



Independent reading



Why talk about a book?

Use the comprehension 
prompting questions in 

your child’s reading
record to assist you with 

asking a variety of 
questions.



The importance of reading to your child





When should we read?
Share stories whenever you can find the time. 

Reading for just ten minutes a day with your child makes a 
huge difference.

Take books with you so you always have a story to share. 
You can read on the train or bus, or even if you are waiting 
in a queue together.

When you are outside, take time to notice what is going on 
around you. Make up stories about what you see with your 
child.

Bedtime is the perfect time to read together. It helps 
create a routine and can make going to bed something your 
child looks forward to. It is a special time for a parent and 
child to share.



Where should we read?

Find a quiet place with no distractions. 

Turn off televisions, radios, computers and tablets. 

Take time to look at each page. You don’t need to make sure 
your child gets every word right. It is ok for both of you to 
make mistakes! 

Let them talk to you about the words and their meaning. If 
there are pictures, explore them together as this helps them 
look for meaning and to think about what they see 
happening on the page.

Don’t forget to smile. If you feel comfortable try pulling 
funny faces, making animal noises and putting on character 
voices – these always make children giggle!





Reading & Technology
Digital books and story apps are great fun!

When you are reading using a tablet or a

computer, stay with your child. Talk to them

about what they are doing, and help them

use the device.

• It is a good idea to put the device into

‘Airplane Mode’ before giving it to a

child to avoid any unexpected costs or

internet access.

• Ask the same questions about the story

that you would with a printed book.

Use apps and online reading to support reading aloud not instead of reading aloud.



Oral 
language 

and 
vocabulary 

Concepts of 
print 

Phonological 
awareness Tricky words

Love of 
reading 

Foundations 
of Reading



Language opens doors. It 
unlocks the world of reading 

and the imagination, the 
excitement of writing, the 

capacity to explore new subjects 
and releases our potential to 

learn and grow as an individual.
Why Closing the Word Gap Matters: Oxford Language Report – Foreward by Jane Harley



Oracy

Developing pupils’ language capability to support their reading and writing.

Purposeful speaking and listening activities support the development of pupils’ 
language capability and provides a foundation for thinking and communication. 

These may include:

 reading books aloud and discussing them;

 activities that extend pupils’ expressive and receptive vocabulary;

 collaborative learning activities where pupils can share their thought processes;

 structured questioning to develop reading comprehension;

 modelling inference-making by thinking aloud; and

 pupils articulating their ideas verbally before they start writing.

Improving Literacy in KS2 – Education Endowment Fund





Supporting your child with oral language 

 Talk about the things you see in your neighbourhood, on trips 
around town, or on television. These conversations help build a 
child's understanding of her world.

 Make time for discussion – of a TV programme, a news item, a 
film, during a walk, over a meal, in the car, at bath-time 

 When reading, pause to ask questions or comment on the story. 
Ask, "Why do you think he did that?" or "What do you think is going 
to happen next?"

 Use interesting and new words with your child. For example, "This 
cookie is scrumptious! It is really good!" or "I can see 
you're reluctant to leave, but we can come back tomorrow."

 Tell your children stories from your own life, or about the day 
they were born. This helps develop their personal and cultural 
identity.



“A child who is not at the 
expected standard in 
language at the age of 
five is 11 times less likely 
to achieve the expected 
level in Maths at age 11.”
Department for Education, 2017 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/justine-greening-our-ambition-is-to-leave-no-community-
behind



A final thought


